
Petition Prayers for Labor Day Religious Services* 

 

Opening Prayer:   

Worker God, whose hands built the earth, molded our bodies, and sowed the stars across the 

sky, we gather in your presence with praise and thanksgiving for your mighty deeds. Meet us 

here, Worker God; strengthen our hearts and our hands to work with you in the building of a 

world filled with justice and peace.           

Petitions: 

Reader: For all those who work: 

All: Lord, give success to the work of our hands. 

Reader: For those who are unemployed or underemployed, or have lost their jobs because 
of changing economic conditions, let us pray: 

All: Lord, give success to the work of our hands. 

Reader: For those who work in hazardous conditions without sufficient protection, 
let us pray:  

All: Lord, give success to the work of our hands. 

Reader: For Long Island farmworkers and immigrant workers who are not protected by fair 
labor laws, let us pray:  

All: Lord, give success to the work of our hands. 

Reader: For all low-wage workers on Long Island who labor long hours at or below the 
minimum wage, without health insurance and other benefits, let us pray: 

All: Lord, give success to the work of our hands. 

Reader: For all employers that they may seek to provide a just work environment: 

 All: Lord, give success to the work of our hands. 

Reader: For those who face discrimination, harassment, or abuse in the work place, 
let us pray:  

All: Lord, give success to the work of our hands. 

Reader: For those who must balance job commitments with the needs of their family, 
let us pray:  



All: Lord, give success to the work of our hands. 

Concluding Prayer: 

Spirit of Love and Life, on this Labor Day weekend, we ask your special blessing on all people 

who labor, either to provide a living for themselves and their families or as volunteers 

enhancing the life of their community. Today we honor and acknowledge the work of all 

people, in the U.S. and around the world.  We especially pray for your blessings on workers who 

labor at low wages. We celebrate their hard work and mourn the ways that workers’ worth and 

dignity are devalued. We lament that laborers work hard and yet still go hungry. Creator God, 

help us to build a new world where all workers are uplifted, a world where those who clean 

houses can afford housing, a world where those who grow food can also feed their families.  Fill 

us with courage and strength to walk with love in the workplace and the marketplace.  Amen.                                        

    

*Sources: adapted from New York State Labor religion Coalition and Interfaith Worker Justice 

“Labor in the Pulpits”                                                


